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Notes
• Please read through all instructions before commencing.
• ¼″ seams are used throughout the pattern, and the seam allowance has been included in all measurements.

• You may like to cut the stitchery panel larger, and then trim it back to size after the stitchery is completed.

• ‘Top stitching’ is referred to throughout the pattern. This is a decorative row of stitching, stitched ¼″ in from the edge. Use a longer stitch length for top stitching. (I usually sew with a length of 2.4, for this project I top stitched with a length of 3.0)

• I have included the stitchery patterns I used as a guide. I have also provided a blank template with a guide for the size of your lettering. You can write your own name or message or your child may like to write their own name in their own handwriting.  It is a good idea to practice on scrap paper, especially to centre the design. If you would rather not do the stitchery, just cut two panels the same size as the lining, and omit all the stitchery instructions.
• Refer to the Pencil Case tutorial on my blog for step by step photos. www.lenorajenkinsdesigns.typepad.com
Requirements

• 1 fat quarter of 100% cotton fabric (main fabric)
• Optional: 10″ x 11″ piece of contrasting 100% cotton fabric for lining

• 10″ x 1½″ piece of fabric for stitchery panel

• 10″ x 1½″ piece of weaveline, or iron on stabilizer

• 10″ x 11″ piece of ‘Vilene’ H 630 iron on pellon

• 10″ zip to match main fabric (choose a longer zip if it is a better colour match) 
• DMC stranded cotton for stitchery design

• 100% cotton sewing thread to match main fabric
• Brown Pigma pen or pen of your choice to trace stitchery design. 
• Embroidery needle and stitching hoop

• Sewing machine with ¼″ foot and zipper foot

• General sewing supplies: scissors, pins, tape measure, chalk etc.
Cutting
• Note: To enable both pieces (outer and lining) to be yielded from the fat quarter, ensure you cut carefully. The 10″ cut should be cut across the width of fabric, not on the selvage edge.
From the main fabric cut

• 1 rectangle 10″ x 8½″

• 1 rectangle 10″ x 2″

• 1 rectangle 10″ x 11″ for lining (use contrasting fabric if you like)

• 2 rectangles 3″ x 1″ for zipper tabs

From the Stitchery fabric cut
• 1 rectangle 10″ x 1½″

Stitchery panel

Using a light source such as a light box or window, trace the stitchery design onto the stitchery fabric using a brown Pigma pen, or the pen of your choice. Iron the stabilizer to the back of the design, and stitch design using 2 strands of DMC thread and backstitch. Use French knots for dotting any i’s.  
Piece outer panel

With right sides together, pin the 10″ x 2″ rectangle to the top of the stitchery panel. Sew in place.

In the same manner, Pin the 10″ x 8½″ rectangle to the bottom of the stitchery panel and sew in place.

Press with iron, pressing seams away from the stitchery panel.

Iron the pellon to wrong side.

Using two strands of DMC thread, stitch a running stitch ⅛″ in from the edge of the stitchery panel.

Preparing the zipper

Take one zipper tab, and place right side facing up. Position the stopper end of zipper (the end with the metal tab) over the top of the tab, right side facing down and raw edges matching. Sew across zipper, keeping left of the metal stopper. Reverse stitch and sew again two times to strengthen the stitched line. Turn over so the right side of the zipper is facing up, fold the zipper tab back so its right side is facing up. Topstitch in place.
Place the closed zipper on a flat surface. Measure 8″ from the tabbed zipper end and mark this position with a chalk line. Open zipper so the zipper glider is back in the 8″ space which we will be using. Keeping zipper edges together, sew across the line. Reverse and sew again, repeating 
three times. Trim the ends of zipper 1″ from the sewn line. In the same manner as before, place the right side of zipper down on the right side of the zipper tab, matching the raw edges. Sew across zipper keeping just left of the stitching lines. Turn the zipper over and fold tab back so the right side of the tab is facing up. Topstitch in place.

Trim zipper ends close to the top stitching.

Inserting the zipper
Fold the zipper in half, matching the two tabbed ends. Place a pin at the centre point. Fold the pieced outer panel in half to find its centre point, and place a pin at that point. Match the centre of the zipper to the centre of the outer panel. Pin in place, ensuring the zipper top is facing left, the zipper glider is opened one third of the way, and that right sides are facing together. Trim the ends of the zipper tab to match the side edges of the outer panel. Find the centre point of the lining, and pin it to the zipper and outer panel with the right side of the lining facing the wrong side of the zipper.
(Refer to tutorial photo if in doubt)

Using a zipper foot, sew in line with the zipper ridge. Stop stitching just before the zipper glider. Take the work out of the machine, remove any obstructing pins, and glide the zipper glider back to close the zip. Put work back under the machine and sew the remaining seam, keeping the zipper foot up to the ridge of the zipper.

Flip the lining back over the zip, press the seam away from zip and topstitch the lining down, using the ¼″ foot.
Once again open zip one third of the way. Fold the lining up at the back so the raw edge meets the edge of zipper, and fold the outer panel up at the front to also meet the edge of zipper. Change back to the zipper foot, and sew in the same manner as previous step. Clip the seam allowance diagonally to reduce bulk when sewing side seams.

Turn the lining so it is facing right side out. Finger press the lining away from the zip.

The final part of inserting the zip is to top stitch the remaining side. This is a little fiddly, so work slowly. Once again refer to tutorial photographs if you are stuck.
Start by inserting the work under the machine (having changed back to the ¼″ foot). With your fingers manipulate the sewn seam so that the outer panel is sitting flat and not bubbling up. Also check underneath the 
work to ensure the lining is sitting flat as well. Sew a short distance, and then stop with the needle down. Manipulate outer fabric again, always keeping the seam flat. Continue in this manner, sewing, stopping, manipulating, and checking underneath every few stops. The further you go, the smaller the space you will have to work in, but keep progressing slowly. You can open the zipper behind your work to give some more room. You will eventually get to the end. Well done, you have made it. Lift the presser foot high and retrieve work.
Turn the lining back again, so the side seams can be sewn.

Sewing the side seams

Open the zipper. On the side seam, line up the two top edges of the outer panel with the zipper tab extended above. Place a pin at this point. (Refer to tutorial photo if in doubt) Pin raw edges of outer panel and raw edges of lining together. Sew down the seam, leaving a 2½″ opening in one side of the lining. Repeat on other side. Carefully clip diagonally across the seam allowance of the outer piece to reduce the corner bulk. Turn the work through the opening in the lining, then stitch the opening closed. Manipulate so the lining is sitting flat inside the pencil case and push out the zipper tabs so they sit flat. 

Give a quick press with an iron, and even a squirt of spray starch if it is on hand. You have finished. WELL DONE!

I hope your loved one smothers you in kisses when they receive it!!!
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